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Rimed selects 12 biotech scientists 
 

 

MILAN  – While waiting for a facility where to work, Palermo’s RiMED, the new center 

for biotechnology research – which, once in full swing, will employ approximately 600 

people – is continuing in its efforts to train future researchers. The first 12 have already 

completed their first year in Pittsburgh and will soon be starting another year before 

coming back to Italy. The next 12 will be selected in Rome by September. Applications 

can still be submitted by July 15 (the application form can be downloaded at www. 

fondazionerimed.com). 

Massimo Trucco, head [sic] of the Mediterranean Institute for Transplantation and 

Advanced Specialized Therapies and Director of RiMED’s regenerative medicine 

program, says: “More than 100 applications have already been sent by candidates with 

very interesting CVs. Many of them are abroad carrying out research and come from 

different regions, not only from Sicily. Indeed, what makes RiMED so attractive is not its 

geographical position, but rather the underlying idea of creating a biotech research center 

where researchers from different fields will interact: biologists, physicians, engineers, 

and specialized technicians.” The Center’s construction is expected to start by 2009. Last 

year’s Budget Law has allocated funds in the amount of €330 million to build the center 

over 5 years. The area where the center is planned to be built lies between Carini and 

Cinisi, two towns just outside of Palermo. Since the first building will not be available 

before long and the first researchers may soon be ready to work, “they will start working 

in the labs located on ISMETT’s ground floor [sic],” Massimo Trucco explains. “As a 

result, a synergy can be achieved, thus translating research outcomes immediately into 
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medical therapies. Of course, our concern is to make sure that the researchers we want to 

train for the center in Palermo are not “stolen” by the University of Pittsburgh, where 

they should just spend a training period.” In the meantime, a screening process is being 

carried out in Palermo to select a pool of no more than 25 applicants. Prof. Arthur 

Levine, head of the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Health Sciences and RiMED’s 

Scientific Director, will be personally in charge of the final selection. Trucco points out: 

“The purpose is to ensure the utmost transparency and impartiality in the selection 

process warding off, to the best of our efforts, any political, confidential, and nepotistic 

networks.” The successful candidates will have the opportunity to spend a year in the 

United States, at the University of Pittsburgh, as Assistant Professors. As for the salary, 

“while much higher than those paid in Italy to researchers,” Trucco assures, it will 

nevertheless depend on qualifications. 

 


